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An initial assessment of the townscape character of the
surrounding area has been undertaken to inform the design
of the scheme. The Site lies within the Tartar Hill Townscape
Character Area (TCA) defined in the ‘Design & Character
SPD Companion Guide: Cobham, Oxshott, Stoke D’Abernon
& Downside’ produced by Elmbridge Borough Council. For
the purposes of this assessment, the northern boundary
has been adjusted where development to the north of
Portsmouth Road is more consistent with the Northfields
TCA to the west.

Tartar Hill is located to the north-east of Cobham village
centre and is a predominantly residential area. The Site is
situated at the north-west corner of the TCA.

The main features and characteristics have been assessed
with reference to the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual
Assessment, 3rd edition (GLVIA3) and other relevant
guidance. The following aspects of townscape character
have been considered:

• Historic evolution,
• Urban structure and grain,
• Built form,
• Architecture, details and materials, and
• Landscape and public realm.
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1.0 Townscape Character Area: Tartar Hill Overview
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The historic evolution of the Site and surrounding area is
shown in Maps 1-4, and outlined below:

• Map 1 - During the mid-late 19th Century, the Site
formed part of an open field to the south of what
is now Portsmouth Road. Small areas of dispersed
settlements were located along this route, including
around Tartar Inn to the north-east and Street Cobham
to the south-west.

• Map 2 - By the end of the 19th Century, development
had been established along the north-south route of
Anyards Road, including a number of buildings at the
north-west corner of the Site.

• Map 3 - By 1935, Cobham had expanded further to
the east. This included development along Copse Road
to the south and east of the Site, as well as Leigh Road
further to the south-east. Though the Site remained
largely open, it was relatively enclosed by surrounding
residential plots with the exception of its southernmost
boundary, where only St. John’s Mission Church was
present along Copse Road. The edges of some rear
gardens within adjacent residential properties were
partially situated within the Site along its northern edge.

• Map 4 - By the second half of the 20th Century, infill
development along Copse Road had enclosed the
Site almost completely (replacing St. John’s Mission
Church which had been relocated further to the east
and was subsequently removed), and a bungalow and
several garages had been constructed within its extent.
Development within the TCA had expanded further
eastwards with new residential estates centred around
Tartar Road and Canada Road.

• The larger plots to the south east around Four Wents to
the south-east have since been redeveloped into smaller
residential plots, with a newer estate situated towards
the north-east corner of the TCA.
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• The urban structure of the TCA comprises large urban
blocks that are generally orthogonal/rectangular and
L-shaped. They include mostly residential uses as well as
some commercial and community uses.

• The western edge of the TCA features a relatively fine
grain of linear residential terraced and semi-detached
plots.

• To the east, the urban grain becomes more irregular
in form and less regimented, reflecting later phases of
development within the TCA during the 20th and into
the 21st Century.

• Plot sizes are varied. Semi-detached and terraced
housing to the west is generally situated within smaller
plots that are located toward the edges and centre of
blocks.

• Further eastwards, larger plot sizes are can be found.
These are set further back from the road/block edge,
and feature longer terraced runs as well as more
irregular plot layouts incorporating some detached
houses to the north.!(̂ 1km

3.0 Urban Structure and Grain
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Head Office:

Sorbon, Aylesbury End,
Beaconsfield,
Buckinghamshire HP9 1LW

T: 01494 671331
info@shanlyhomes.com

Thames Valley:

Sorbon, Aylesbury End,
Beaconsfield,
Buckinghamshire HP9 1LW

T: 01494 685800
thamesvalley@shanlyhomes.com

Southern:

21 The Crescent,
Leatherhead,
Surrey KT22 8DY

T: 01372 225000
southern@shanlyhomes.com

www.shanlyhomes.com
www.shanlyfoundation.com

Twitter: https://twitter.com/shanlyhomes
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ShanlyHomes/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/shanly-homes-1
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/ShanlyHomes
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/shanlyhomes/
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